214           FOETY-PrVE YEARS UNDER. THE FLAG

defiles, and tunnels spurs in passing on through villages and
the same irrigating ditches, apparently as useful now as
in the olden days for fertilizing these same phenomenally rich
sides, 12,000 feet above the sea.

In the rare atmosphere of that altitude a sensation of dizzi-
was felt, as well as some discomfort in breathing on making
any exertion. With rest and quiet, however, these disagreeable
sensations passed away, but it was regarded unwise to attempt
to pass the night at that high elevation, lest one might suffer
from what was known as "siroehe," a mild form of asthmatic
disturbance, due to the rarity of the atmosphere at such heights.
The scenery of this wonderful railroad through the mountains
was grandly picturesque, and, after passing above the cloud-
belt, the azure blue of the heavens revealed the high peaks of
the Andean range for miles and miles to the north and south.
The tint of sky was only comparable to that of the ocean on
the clearest and calmest days. The trip required one day,, but
it well repaid the effort.

On July llth the President of Peru visited the cruiser with
members of his Cabinet and other distinguished civilians. He
was received by the admiral and his officers and men, in accord-
ance with the regulations governing the reception of the sover-
eign heads of governments. His inspection of the ship, her bat-
tery and equipments was thorough, and his delight at the excel-
lent order, and the discipline of the crew, found fullest expres-
sion; but the manifest strength exhibited in modern artillery
impressed him more than all else. His admiration for the great
country the cruiser represented was boundless in expression and
manifestation.

On July 14th Admiral McCann hauled down his flag to take
passage for Panama. His departure from the station occasioned
much regret to the officers and crew of the flagship, where he
was much beloved for his sterling qualities of heart and head.
The short cruise together had been much enjoyed, and its mem-
ories are among the most pleasant experiences of a long profes-
sional career.

Before leaving, the admiral directed the commander to pro-
ceed to Iquique, on the way south to rejoin Admiral Brown, to
insist upon the right to use the American cable from Galveston bridges theded the vigilance
